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| American Embassy, 2
Habana, Cuba, May 27, 1949
Cuban~Mexican Friction over Cuban Fishing

Subject: _
: Operations off Mexican Ccast, and Resule
tent Negotiations for a Treaty or Convention..
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‘ /v The Honorable

INFC
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S eLl

ITP
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The Secretary of
" Weshington,

8irs .

I have the honor
April 19, 1949 and to
to Mexico's interning
Gulf of Campechs; and

State,
D.Co

7/2~¢~3?$“ : ‘7’“/??? “/Fu)

to refer to Embebsy's A-522 of AR K12 T (?.2‘
subsequent airgrams with respect -
Cuban vessels fishing off the
to report later developments

- Which led to serious friction between Cuban and
Mexican naticnals and enterprises, but which apparently
have induced the Cuban and Mexican Governments to renew
negotiations for a Navigation and Fishing Treaty or a-
Gommeroial Conventien.

[

At a joint assembly on April 22 the Cuban COOPera—:‘:

and the Cuban Assccistion of Skippers agreed to euspend
-flshlnw operations off the Mexican coast beginning
ril 23 and until sueh tinme as the Cuban Government -

either despatched Cuben warcraft to escort fishing L
‘vesgels, or entered intc an agreement with the Mexiean
Government whereby the latter would ned molest Cuban -
_vessgels while fishing in 1aternabiona¢ waters off the
Mexican cecast; to chteap ;0 the President of Cubsa
against the Mreckless and vezaztious (vejaminoso)” :
-behavior of MEXicen warsnips; to apply to the Cuban |
Government for s subsidy p(mpensating fishing oompanies
~for the losses *haw might result from the suspsension of
fishing; to fils claim through the Cuban Ministry of

losses resulting from its seizure of Cuban vesgels; to
designate a committee t© muster the suppert of Guban
smployers and laborers for & campaign against Mexican .
interests in Cuba end to prevent Mexico from.marketing

its produsts in Cubae; and, finally, to urge the Cuban
Gevernment to take to an 5nterﬂatjonal organization. the o
question of Cubats rights in the Gulf of Mexico or have .
the Cuhan Navy exercise vigilance to prevent the Mexiws
cens from "dsspoiling (despojar) Cuba of a right
recognized by internatiopal law.™ Cuban outfitters

| ordered/

R

: IN'FORMATION COPY

_tive of Outfitters, the Cuban Fishermen's Union (laber), ,:v

f;Erijjfer?ﬂgggpvl

Stete agelinst the Mexican Government for s&ll damages a.nd 1'

. . Do not return to DC ’]}hls oopy is for. dlvlsmnal ﬁles or other
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RESTRICTED:

American Emb*s§y, Hakena,

Despahch Noe. L31, , : ‘
May 27, 1949. L - :
ordered all Tfishing vessels in port not to sail and

those returning from fishing expediticns off the Gulf

of Mexico to meoor in port, and suspended provisions

of jce, victuals, =tc,

On April 23 & Unlrpd‘??e%s 2 Wyatch from BDrogreso
reported that ihe LﬂXi"pj/PuthC ities had freg¢gd the
Cuben fishing vezsels Aaﬁlxxevc, Marv, and Tenerife,
That same day the Cubax Cocoperabive of Qutfitters con-
tradinsted this repord and explained that the vessels
were rot free to return to Cuba becaunse the maritime
and fiszal augthorities at Progreso demanded payment

of ¥fishing fees for the catshes on board, On April

28 the Ayu1¢1efe -and the Mary were finally released
after the Cuoan Bmbassy in lexico agreed to accept
res wcn@iollhtv for psyment of the fishﬁnp fees. Back
in Habana , 1} ki s
fishing crgenizatic
accosted them, the AS11.
about 13 miles from *h
was at 16 Fathoms an
tance from the zoast,

t Plpven fathoms and B o
coast, while the Mary o
mined buﬁ large dis=-

s

Federation of Maritine

nw of the Cuban Fisherments
of Mexico thet the Federa-
hin gazn"* Mexizo's

iz and to uwnlecad no

hs if Mexi@o continued
a group of some 25

Meanwhile,
Werkers, at the 1
Union, cabled the
tion had woted to [
Lreatment uf Cuka“ £
Mexican mers
to seize C'hh:

4
m gt

fishérnp "*f?iﬁg rote t;mg agaﬂuat the
selzur: imbassy in Habana while
the F . Mexican holiday, and
tha sts of protestation. Officials
of % : srtedly were vexzed at. this
Ademo "“cr“ar“ags" at the demonstra-
Lors 1@ police to remove them., That
nigh = ‘xt»dTV placed stink-bembs in
geve na showing Mexican films, and
urge to petronize Mexican products.
first wes coircumspect and
sonei gave vent to patrlotlc feel-
ings. ] n of surisdiction over nine miles
or more of Guif WA*Pr* iz apsurd and viclates inter—>
nabional laws ted sditeoriali April 28 Tl
{eithe + nor Cuba have
v 2 . oW ere is fTreedon
for %bw W“)L@ co cannot grant

a right winich 1t e . «" The Diaric
de 12 Marioa on Mey 1 comme ;cd thci ‘the seizures of
vessels Tlying the Cuban flag hurt national pride,

were irritating, and reflected hostility against the

i A Cuban/
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"RESTRICTED
Americen Embassy, Habana, o : ;
Despatech No. 431, i
May 27, 1649, -3 = o
Cuban pecples Cn May & it indignently protested
agsainst the use on April 20 «f the term "pirates®
allegedly mpplied by Mexice's dally Excelsior to Cuban
fishermen, On May 10 it warned Mexico that theg
balance of trads between the two countries has ,always
been unfavarable to Cuba, that wmeny prodects which
Cuba imports from Mexico ¢ growa in Cuba, and
that levn?u nindering fishinyg eperations migh%: re-
gult in Mexico's leosing € Jnhan market .
By May & the Cuban Awhassador te Mexico had
negotiasted a podus vivendl with the Mexican Govern=- ‘
ment whereby the latier agresd not Lo molest Cuban
vessels fishing nines miles from Mexico's coast, and
thet should Mexican coash-guards consider that the
vessels are withip i nxneennlﬁ iimit they are to : :
draw up a report indicaling Jhluﬂdw, fathom and cother - :
pertinspt intormatics which tae Mexican authorities :
might labter review; ; cirsumstances are
. they to e Cuban Governmeat, in
- aeguisa refraining from fishing
within . coast reportedly does
not ink 3 lurisdiction over such
1imit e mit to international
arbitration, e aforementiconed modus
vivendi, the iéhi ¢ flest on May 10
resumed Opar s ican coast, afier a
sﬁa; age
. mbp h srtained just what kind

| of pra1 e 1 apd Mexican Govern=
| meny 3 sk 4! ! ?”8&» reports and
| oaspaa.“ news ugeacies in Mexico indicate thato

iction over ehl ah&llow waters .
ich 1t will scon definitely _ . f
will be made of the depth

&) Mexioo
along
iemﬁru.

i

at whi Cu L 233618 operate, thus ;
cn1w‘wynlwg s by the depth of the waters :
ti than from the coast. This :
noANDAY from the assertion of ;
ation miles of waters off 4
sﬁ@ f
o) Zicen WNavy the President of :
a pamﬁ wh ny cig o) establish A 1
a8 office in Habana which uld issue :

icenses an& would col=
shing {»#e Cubapn Liashermen on fish - 1
in Mexican ;

¢) The Cuban/
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American Bubassy, Tahara), :
Despatch Noo L31, . ;
Mey 27, 19L9, - b - : |
¢) The Curas. Ambsssador Lo M%xﬁcg hes been shutiling
vaeck asd forih to Habvans foar copsultadions, On
May &4 he confarred with repreaenu tives from the
Cuban Cigar Msnufasiurers® Associastion, who
reportedly have nah lsrge qnant1+ieb of
cigars o:ald e rists visiting Mexico
gnd Cemandsd v £111 its l@ué commit-
ment Yo ur 3 om o Exsmption of duties
sad the ssme in s fer Cuben as for
Mexican cigars #3111 be soughto
ico in turn seeks
picture filma,
gentlna rilms;
chickpeas and
\
| 14 S, Tewsll
| lor of Bmbassy
| TIMartines:HSTew=11 /i
CC = Bmhazsy, L= Jity,
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